September 2022

“This relationship begins with

Issue #103

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD,
acknowledging that it is the truth, then
making an intellectual decision to establish
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ now.”

SUNDAY
WORSHIP SERVICE

Adult Bible Study 9am-9:45
10:00 - 11:30
Children's Church
Fellowship after the Service
Watch live/Recorded on Facebook @
Abundant Life Fellowship, Chewelah

2nd Sunday: Communion
Webpage www.abundantlifechewelah.com

CHEWELAH PARK
SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 18TH
Originally planned for August 21st, but cancelled
due to the hot weather. Please plan to come for
Sunday Service and then join us for our annual
potluck barbecue and fellowship in the Chewelah
Park. Meat and condiments will be provided.
Please bring a side dish and/or dessert. If you
have a lawn chair or 2, please bring them also!

includes the Sunday Bulletin and on-line giving.

Wednesday’s at 5pm; gather in
the fellowship hall for a homemade supper and faith based
conversations!

This bible study is moving on to the Book of Romans! Please
join us in a verse by verse study of the bible! Trish Miller is our
teacher and she shares a wealth of knowledge and uses a
verse by verse study as her guideline into the scriptures.
Bring a friend and your lunch!

We are going through the
book of Romans! Questions?
Call Trish at 675-5967 .
We meet virtual and in person
at the church every Wed at
noon.
The Yada Yada group is meeting @
11am on Tuesday’s. Call Linda, 9360031 for more info.
To join in a prayer group or to
be part of a new one, call
Debbie 935-6269 or Carol
(509)563-9725.

The Yada Yada gals are taking a bit of a break, but will be coming
agin starting September 13th, at 11am in the Fellowship Hall.
They will be continuing their study of the book The Conspiracy of
Kindness. It’s never to late to join them!

Men’s breakfast starts at 8am the first
Saturday of every month. Join our men
for great food and fellowship!

I’ve been kicking around the question, “Is church, as we traditionally know it, relevant for
today?” I asked that question at the Wednesday night Soup’s On service. The answer I
heard was, “in some ways it is relevant”. It is relevant in that, our church in particular, it
is very welcoming and non-judgmental. Those who shared said that they feel like they
are at home in our church, like they could talk to pretty much anybody about anything. This is very good. It shows we are living out the part of our verse of the month
that says God wants us to love mercy. So many people have been hurt by “the
church”. Often when a person has been hurt by someone at church they feel like the
Pastor Brenda
church itself has hurt them, not just the person who was rude, unkind, or judgemental. You see, we represent the church, we are the church. This is a good thing for us to
remember, what we do and how we treat people reflects on the church. It seems like, right now anyway, our church is
doing a good job of loving people.
Some said they like to feel the moving of the Holy Spirit when they are in a church service. This can be good, but if that is
all church is, a spiritual high, are we missing the mark? Interestingly, the thing I didn’t hear was that going to church is a
place where a person grows in their relationship with God. Not one person I’ve asked this question to has said that
church is relevant because it is where they can grow in their relationship with God, a place to be held accountable, to be
taught the Word of God, or learn how to truly be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Churches do provide accountability, teaching
in the Word, and how to be a disciple. So, doesn’t that matter to those who are new in their relationship with Christ, or
who are searching for a relationship with God? I don’t have the answer, but I do wonder about it.
This begs the question; do Christians really feel being a disciple of Jesus Christ is important? Maybe that’s another
question to ask at our Wednesday service, and others I come in contact with. It would be nice for all of us to ask people
what they think about church and being relevant and what they think about the importance of being a disciple of
Jesus. Maybe, there isn’t even a real felt need to get to know and follow God at all. I would love to hear what you all find
out and maybe we can pray together about this and see where God wants to lead our church.
Of course, we don’t want to be relevant at the cost of the message of Jesus Christ and the Gospel. But we do need to consider how we are sharing that good news. If people aren’t receiving it, then maybe we’re not sharing it in a way that people are able to hear it, especially those who are in a different generation than us. Yes, yes, we can all agree, that it is the
moving of the Holy Spirit that ultimately brings people to Jesus, but how can we, as the church, help facilitate that without getting in the way?

“ Mankind, He has told
you what is good and what
it is the LORD requires of
you: to act justly, to love
faithfulness, and to walk
humbly with your God
Micah 6:8

Verse of the Month
There are many things we might think we can do to make things right with
God. The things we do every day show how much we really want to be
right with God. He wants us to be fair in the way we treat people, be quick
to choose mercy over imposing justice on others (yet we must act justly
ourselves) and to be humble. These aren’t just choices to do if we feel like
it; this is a requirement of God’s people. Here’s Eugene Peter’s way of
putting it, “But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, what
God is looking for in men and women. It’s quite simple: Do what is fair
and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, And
don’t take yourself too seriously—take God seriously.” (Micah 6:8 MSG)

Light and Life Publishing — It is illegal to publish Bibles (which are still being smuggled into the
country) an strongly frowned upon to publish Christian books in Myanmar. But, the Free Methodist Church,
Myanmar, has its own publishing company. They translate Christian books (by first world writers) into Burmese,
and copy and bind them. It is a small-time operation in light of what we think of as a publishing company – but it
is doing God-sized work for His Kingdom.
Many years ago, Pastor Pa Kep’s father, Rev. Kung, who started seven churches in the mountains of Chin State
and later contacted the Free Methodist Church – USA – to ask to partner with them – also started a partnership
with Langham Publishing, a Christian publishing company based in the U.K.
Langham worked with Rev. Kung and now Pastor Pa Kep to get permission from those who own the copyright of
the books and raise funds for the hiring of translators and those who can copy and bind the books. These funds have always
been necessary for this ministry to work, but have been especially precious during this time since Covid and the military coup
last year. A couple of years ago, Pastor Pa Kep wrote to a man named Colin, who now is his liaison with Langham.
“As I recalled earlier, my father Rev. Kung chose the books about preaching and how to stand for Christ during the persecution
period, when our country was under a dictatorship. I trust that the books Preaching through the Bible series helped pastors and
lay leaders for their preaching and encouraging the people to face the many kinds of persecution under
the military dictatorship in Myanmar, like the books, “Tested byFire”, and “God’s Message to Seven
Churches.”
And now Myanmar is again under a dictatorship after just a handful of years of democracy. And, they
are still working together to help pastors and lay leaders for their preaching and spiritual growth and
especially now for encouraging the people to face many kinds of persecution. All the books published
have never been sold – they are given away. Thank God for the dedication and faithfulness of Langham
and Light and Life Publishing companies. Please pray with me that these books will touch the hearts of
those who read them and draw them ever closer to Jesus.
Rev. Kung – founding pastor of the Free Methodist Church Myanmar.

The Least of These, Helping Other, Least of These Brothers of Christ — While we are in the
US, Lucy, our office manager, is continuing to carry on the work of Hands Across Nations with the least of these
brothers and sisters of Christ who come to our gate and others who are in prison. The Lord has a way that
when we reach out and help the people who are suffering, give them God’s Word in their own language, and
teach them to care for others who need help, they are usually very willing and joyful when they do! A recent
example of this is a man named Joseph, who was hit by a motorcycle while riding his 3 wheel bicycle wheelchair. Joe has genetic soft bones with many old untreated fractures, and this injury fractured his femur. He
crawls on the ground or rides his bike to maneuver himself.
HAN took care of his medical care, casting and food for his family during his recovery. Joe has a business by the roadside, repairing bicycles. Actually, it is just a leanto with some benches where he takes his tool kit and bicycle parts each day. Joe is
a follower of Christ, has a wife and 2 children, and has taken in 3 orphan children
as well. He lives in a mud brick hut in what used to be a refugee camp during the
Kony war from 1989 to 2007. During his recovery, he and Keith worked on a
seriously damaged tricycle for another disabled man. It was not quite finished
before we left Uganda, so Joe completed the seat covering and Lucy and he
traveled to the friend’s home to deliver it.
The happiness on everyone’s face in the photo shows what it feels like to do what
Jesus said to do……Read Matthew 25: 31-46 to hear what we are to do and why!
As poor as he is, Joe lives a joyful life each day and spreads it to others.

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday October 15th is Hands Across Nations first Benefit
Dinner and Fundraiser since Covid locked us up!!

God Is Sovereign Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.
Psalm 73:1 (A Psalm of Asaph)

If you’re going to acknowledge that there is good in the midst of evil, you have to bring God into the
picture. But even when you introduce God, that doesn’t solve the problem; it actually exposes the
problem. You see something bothered Asaph that also bothers us. It goes back to the very first thing
Asaph says about God. “Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart” Psalm 73:).
He goes on to say that God is “the Sovereign Lord.” God is all good and God is all-powerful. He knows
that God could forbid trouble from ever coming to any of us if He chose to. If God is sovereign, that
means nothing happens to us unless God either causes it or God allows it. He keeps bad things happening from us. He does it all throughout Scripture. He kept the lions from eating Daniel. He kept the
fire from burning Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. He kept the giant, Goliath, from killing David.
So, we know He can do it, but He doesn’t always do it. And that’s the dilemma we must wrestle with.
What we have to remember is that God wants to use even the bad things in our lives to mature us
and grow us, to force us to look to Him, to place our trust in Him. Some of us will do that in good
health, and some of us will do that battling illness. Some of us will do that having a lot, some of us
will do that having a little. The point is God is going to get every one of us to the same destination,
but He is not going to get all of us there the same way. At the end of the day, everything will be put
together in such a way and used in such a way it will be for our ultimate good and for His eternal
glory.
Dear Lord, thank you that you are sovereign over
everything and everyone. I pray that you would give
me the faith to trust your sovereignty and your will,
even when it doesn’t make sense and even when it
differs from what those around me are going through.
For I know you are worthy of my complete trust. In
Jesus’ name, amen.—TouchingLives.com
need pra yer?
Holly Calvert 935 -6485
Mary Knapp 936-0319

Abundant Life Fellowship

Pastor Brenda Nagunst: Office and Community Hours:
Monday- Thursday 8:30am - 4:30pm

LOV E G O D .

Business Office: Tues.,Thurs.9a-1a, Wed. 9a-12, 1p-2p

LOV E P E O P L E .

Contact Info: (509) 935-8029
PO Box 74 N.203.2nd & Clay St. East
Chewelah, WA. 99109

MAKE DISCIPLES.

E-Mail:

abundantlifechewelah@gmail.com

Website: abundantlifechewelah.com

