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“This relationship begins with

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD,
acknowledging that it is the truth, then
making an intellectual decision to establish
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ now.”
Dr Kim Johnstone was one of many winners of our Hands
Across Nations online auction items.

The online Auction was a first time effort for Hands
Across Nations, and we didn’t know how it would be
SUNDAY
received but over $3,350 was raised! Our generous
WORSHIP SERVICE
supporters took part in the lively bidding, often paying,
in the end, more than the item was valued! We will be
10:00 - 11:30
starting out in 2021 stronger than ever, and promise that we will
Children's Church
“squeeze” every dollar so that it stretches as far as possible in helping
Watch live/Recorded on Facebook @ the poor, disabled, imprisoned and the illiterate. The “Learning to Read
Abundant Life Fellowship, Chewelah to Read the Bible” program is alive and well with hundreds of prison
inmates and villagers waiting to take their exams and graduate! They
2nd Sunday: Communion
did not stop their classes during 2020 but continued on their own, stayWebpage www.abundantlifechewelah.com ing in touch with HAN by phone. God is at work all around us!

We are still having our
group study with a combination
of
Zoom/
telephone. In just a few
weeks we will be starting
the book of Acts. Stay
tuned! If you would like
to join us, call Deb @ 935-6269 or Trish
@ 675-5967 .

Have you wondered what’s happened to the youth that
used to gather at the door during worship to go down to
“Children's Church?” Well, many of them have grown up
and are now pre-teens and teens!
For all of those who have teens at home, or who are
connecting with teens as grandparents, friends or neighbors, no one needs to
explain to you that teens are encountering a very different world than the one
we grew up in. A helpful resource for adults is: parentingtodaysteens.org.
Let’s be open to being students of the Word and of successful programs,
implemented by seasoned believers as we begin this new year.

 Please welcome and congratulate our new church secretary, Carol Stickney! Thank you for your commitment to us!
There will be no change in office hours through the winter
months.

 Join Pastor Brenda in reading through the bible daily devoTo join in a prayer group
call Debbie Barbee 935-

6269 or Carol Stickney
(509)563-9725.

tions, starting Jan.1st in Genesis 1:1, Psalms and Proverbs on
ALF’s facebook page: Abundant Life Fellowship, Chewelah.

 Discipleship classes are forming for the new year…..Matt. 28:19-20 “...go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. Call
Carol and equip yourselves!

Well, here we are in a new year, 2020 is behind us. Some people might be thinking
“good riddance” and are glad to have 2020 in the rear view mirror. Remember how
we entered into last year? It was a year full of hope and excitement, especially with
the idea of 2020 and perfect vision. We had no idea what we were facing, the things
we would be going through as individuals, a church body, a state, nation, and
Pastor Brenda
world. Yes, it hit us hard on all levels. Let’s pause a moment and think about it. We
experienced loss of loved ones and dear friends in our church. Several in our church family faced serious illness (and still are), and many had surgeries for various reasons. We’ve experienced a virus that caused the
church to be shut down, schools shut down, business shut down, isolation, the rise of depression, substance
abuse, and violence. We were also, faced with the ugly reality of discrimination by the riots that sprang forth
out of that. There was rebellion against the government and against the police, the creation of sovereign states
and their demise. We have a presidential election that still isn’t settled. These are just a few things I can think
of off the top of my head, I’m sure there are many more.
In all that we were also reminded that God is in control. “God has made everything fitting in its time, but has
also placed eternity in their hearts...” Ecclesiastes 3:11a. Some of the other things we experienced in 2020,
strange as it may sound, greater unity among God’s people. We’ve seen our church family pull together as
many families experienced loss or other needs. Let’s not forget the seven people who gave their lives to Christ
in the first 10 weeks of this year. Let's pray that God uses us to bring more people to him. There is also the
blessing of the thrift store. We don’t know what God has for it in the future, but we do know that he has used it
and is still using it even though we have no building. God has used this past year to open our hearts to more of
him. He’s caused us to rethink how we are loving him and loving others. He’s caused us to ask the question,
“How is my relationship with God making a difference for eternity?” We are taking in more of his Word
through the abundance of services online, through discussion groups, daily biblical reading, prayer groups
meeting in alternative ways such as phone or video chats. Our church’s weekly impact has increased to all over
the country, and even parts of the world.
It took those hard things of this past year to bring up the good. God has placed eternity in our hearts. We’re
reminded that there is more than just the here and now. Let’s continue to be open to the good God is doing
and wants to do in us and through us as we step into 2021.

Verse of the Month
Isaiah 43:18-19a

Do not call to mind he former
things, Or ponder things o the past.
Behold, I will do something new.

It’s easy to get caught up in the past,
and miss what is ahead.

God loves new things.
He designed creation with creativity and newness in mind.

This is a short overview from Pa Kep’s highlights of the past year, 2020
I had scheduled the activities for the Myanmar FM churches and traveling inside
and outside the country for 2020. Everything is opposite of my original schedule
because of the Covid-19 Pandemic. Here are some points I learned from many things through
this pandemic.
(1) I am learning more about the sovereignty of God, that means He is the controller of everything.

(2) There are many people who lost their jobs and there is lack of food here in my country including our church members, but God is providing our people food through friends. We (I)
learned more about His provision like the Israelites during their 40 years in the wilderness.
(3) During the restricted activities during this pandemic, there have been numbers of baptisms in our churches, so I learned more about the Holy Spirit working in the people's hearts
and giving salvation. The Holy Spirit cannot be repressed and He is always bringing the people
“The

building of Hmunhalh FMC was stopped during
lockdown. The main building, floor, walls and roof, is
finished. But they still need to install windows, paint
and put up the ceiling. Praise the Lord that the
Church people are so excited to worship together
with the permission of their village chief and they
worship at the new building last Sunday. This is the
first time to meet at the church since March.” I know
many of you can relate to the excitement of finally
being able to meet again in person.

There is no room in the hospitals for
more patients, so they are being
treated in the entry ways.

Perhaps more fitting words for today than Confucius, Cicero, or Shakespeare,
were Dickens’- “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, …”
Frequent darkness and despair, yes, but also Light and hope in Christ. To
those who accept Christ’s invitation to true Life, there is Light and hope
amidst woeful realities. In Christ, the true and only Light, each day becomes
the beginning of the rest of our lives, not merely a day nearer a disastrous
End of the World. Our present hills and valleys may offer modest and sometimes exceptional occasions to grow in wisdom and share in affection. You
and I can choose to walk wisely in that Light, or we can choose to surrender
to hopeless darkness while dwelling unproductively on the Signs of an unspecified End. We can accept today’s defects as powerful motivators for the
graceful transfiguration of our institutions and ourselves. God will hold us
accountable for our responses; in the End his will shall be done. Along the way, as we struggle for
righteousness, we can endure with such prayers as: “God grant me the serenity to accept the things
I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”

My fellow worshipers, contrary to a commentator’s cynicism, disasters are NOT the events by which
Christians remember and measure all events. Instead, life is comprehended best in the victorious
event of Jesus Christ. A poet has summed up God’s Light in Christ beautifully:
God hath not promised
Skies always blue, Flower-strewn pathways
All our lives through;
God hath not promised
Sun without rain, Joy without sorrow,
Peace without pain.
But God hath promised
Strength for the day, Rest for the labor, Light for the way,
Grace for trials, Help from above,
Unfailing sympathy, / Undying love.
—Annie Johnson Flint
For these promises, you and I can be deeply thankful! As we pray together this morning, as we
share the holy bread and wine, let there be Light enkindled within our hearts and minds, shining forth
in our words and deeds, this day to the End of the world! Amen.— Richard T. Nolan

need prayer?

Call the Prayer Chain:
Holly Calvert 935-6485
or
Mary Knapp 936-0319

Abundant Life Fellowship
LOV E G O D .
LOV E P E O P L E .

Pastor Brenda Nagunst: Office and Community Hours:
Monday- Thursday 8:30am - 4:30pm
Business Office: Tues, Wed, Fri: 8am-noon
Contact Info: (509) 935-8029
PO Box 74 N.203.2nd & Clay St. East
Chewelah, WA. 99109

E-Mail:

MAKE DISCIPLES.

abundantlife@alfchewelah.com

Website: abundantlifechewelah.com

